* SURFACE MAIL #%

If undelivered return to:

16 Janet Avenue

Glynde S.A. 5070 PogtaPaid
DRUZE NEWS Australi

Print Post Approved
Pp535216/00042

APRIL, 2002

Welcometo the First Newdetter for Year 2002

Welcome to the first Newsletter for the year 2002We do hope the year 2001 was a happy and
prosperous one for all, and may the year 2002led Wwith joy, happiness, health and prosperity.

The year 2001 was filled with many occasions angairticular we note the overwhelming attendance for
the New Years Eve which highlighted the need foarcdeing for a bigger property in order to
accommodate our growing community. As promisethatAGM, a Religious Sub-committee was formed
and another Sub-committee was also formed to séarehbigger property.

We have various functions and events planned ferymar and anticipate will maintain the cohesigsne
and cooperation of our community members towarlsteer future. Once again we wish you all the bes
for the year 2002.

To date we have celebrated:
1. End-of-year concert on 17/12/01 by the Australiand@ Arabic School.
2. New Years Eve 31/12/01.
3. 18"January 2002, The Druze Youth Club Masquerade
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Eid-al-Adha on the Z30f February.
. The ¥ Annual Graduation Celebration by the YDPSA & ADE 26/3/02 (22 graduates).
6. The Easter Holiday Picnic on Marct29
We do hope to bring you many more happy and enjeyalents in the future.

Congratulations to Mr. Rafic Madi on his 70Birthday celebrated on f&ebruary, 2002. Wishing you
many more happy years.

Upcoming events for May, June and July

Family Evenings at the Hall on:

1. Friday 10" May, from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight.
2. Friday 14" June, from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight.
3. Friday 12" July, from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight.
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These Family evenings will enable families to “tatp” with each other and there will be activitieskeep
the children entertained. Come along and lekeep the traditions of family bonding which is the
foundation for a strong and united community. &delaring a plate for supper.

Congratulations on their engagements:
Iman Salha engaged to Robyn Souhail Safa from Sydne
Amal Hamood engaged to Ziad Abou Salman from Lebano

Congratulations on their matrimony:

Oussama Jarmakani to Jakanda Hamzy (marriedia)Sy
Mamdouh Samoua to Hiba Samoua (married in Syria).
Widad Samoua married Haytham Samoua (in Syria).
Joumana Samoua married Rifaat Samoua (in Syria).

Newborns. Congratulations to the following families:

Nizar and Alia Andary — baby boy named Reda bor2/12/01.

Fadi and Hind Kais — baby boy named Jad born oh2291.

Maher and Sana’a Flayhan — baby boy named Ba8I/02.

Ossama and Hala Salha — baby boy named Amir 0827/3/

Tarek & Sania Nassreddine — baby boy named JamBD(3102.

Roger and Houda Badawee — twins Emma and Ayman diof6/3/02
Khaled and Omaya Hamra — baby boy named Andrew tor/5/02.

Welcome to Adelaide:
Mr. & Mrs Adel Hani, Mr. & Mrs. Haytham Raslan, M& Mrs. Nadim Rasheed. Mr. & Mrs. Jihad Harb.
Mrs. lkbal Al-Monim. (We apologize if we missedy@ne; it is because we have not been notified).

Bon Voyage and welcome back
We wish all those who traveled overseas a bon v@gag those who returned a welcome back.
Also we extend a warm welcome to those visitingr tfedatives.

Get Well:
We wish all those who have not been well a speedy recuperation.

Condolences:

Mrs. Nadia Barakeh who is Montaha Najjar and Molaled’s sister passed away in Lebanon.
Mr. Riad Azzam passed away on 12/12/01.

D’nya Andary passed away on 30/1/02.

Mrs. Lattifa Andary passed away on 1/3/02.

Mrs. Amal Salah’s father passed away in Lebano6/8f02.

Mrs Maheeba Andary’s sister passed away in Lebanon.

Mrs Samiha Mounzer’s father passed away in Lebanon.

Mrs Leila Mounzer’s mother passed away in Lebanon.

Mrs Houda Rasheed'’s brother Mounir Makarem pass&y & Syria.

Mr Jihad Harb’s sister passed away in Syria.

Mr Ted Hamood passed away on 15/4/02.

We offer our deepest sympathy to their familiesayNheir souls rest in peace.



The Arabic School News:

The School commenced off Bebruary, with a record number of 120 students.

The School teachers are proud to announce that ingpection by the Ethnic Schools Board of the
Arabic School we received a letter advising us thathave fully complied with the requirements o th
Ethnic Schools Board for the Registration of théddd. A Certificate will be awarded to the Schaol
the Graduation Ceremony in September 2002.

Also a copy of a letter from the Chairman of thartit Schools Board which reads:

“| write to congratulate you and your staff on #heellent standard of reports received from yahiosl|

in the 2001 reporting process that acknowledgetaements of students in ethnic schools. In 28071,
ethnic school authorities submitted reports toEhenic Schools Board for distribution to governmant
non-government schools. Your school was idedties one which demonstrated a high standard of
reporting, complying within the time frame and ifliffg all requirements. | would like to convey fou
and all of the teachers involved in the reportingcess my sincere appreciation of the high standérd
your work and the particular attention you tookemasure the smooth and effective dispatch of your
School’s reports in the 2001 Reporting Processs ydu are aware much work is involved in the annual
reporting process and | am pleased to note thatodetsuch as yours not only assist greatly with the
smooth implementation of the reporting process ddsd convey to government and non-government
schools the high standards of student achievenmemhnic schools. Your School with this exemplar
practice contributes to a high level of qualityuassice in the area of reporting about the worktbiie
schools in south Australia. In conclusion | takes topportunity to wish your school all the best fo
another successful year of providing quality largguand culture programs for South Australians.”

The School has received Certificates of Appreamtimne from the National Australia Day Council for
participating in the Grand Parade, one from thetralian Centenary of Federation for producing the
Spirit Banner and one from the Ethnic Schools Asdgon for participating in the Children’s Day.

The School will be holding a Mother’'s Day celebratin on Saturday 11" May at 2.00
p.m. at the Hall. All family members are invited, espeially Mothers and

Grandmothers. Ladies could you please bring a platof food for afternoon tea. The
children will be performing a small presentation ofactivities.

Library News: (New acquirements)

1. TURMOIL — author, Sheikh Najib Alamuddin.

2. The DRUZE - author, Robert Brenton Bretts.
The Library is open every Saturday from 2.00 — 430. We would encourage you to come as groups.
Please contact any member of the Library Committke are Intessar Abou-Hamdan on 8379 9152 and
Asma Mashtoub on 8338 3120. For any books ortgmtimaterial you wish to donate, be it in the
English Language or Arabic, or if you would like smggest suitable books to be purchased for the
Library.

The prayer nights are held on the first Thursday ofeach month from 7.30 — 9.00 p.m.
Please come and share your knowledge with your biaten.

There will be a religious discussion to be held ofiuesday 2% May, at 7.00 at the Hall



General News:
It is intended to hire a Large Hall for the New YedEve to accommodate approx 500 people. There
will be an Arabic band and music for the young alti More details in the next Newsletter.

The Department of Immigration is now called DIMIAThe Department of Immigration and Multicultural

and Indigenous Affairs. Telephone Numbers are Bsws: Immigration: 131 881, Citizenship: 131 880
and Translating & Interpreting: 131 450.

Please note any community member who wishes torégklveheir business in the next Newsletter (July,
2002), the cost of a quarter of A4 page is $50.

Mrs Intessar Abou-Hamdan offers her free servisedustice of Peace to the community, and is dlaila
at the Hall every Saturday afternoon between 2.8(B6 p.m. or you may contact her on 8379 9152.

The American Druze Convention will be held 1 — ¥,JR002 in Boca Raton, Florida at the world renown
BOCA RATON RESORT 7 CLUB www.bocaresort.cojnthe ADS website is: www.druze.com
Mailing address: P.O. Box 9276 Glendale, CA 91228A. Tel: (323) 255-1455 & (323) 255-5237. Fax:
(323) 255-9155 or E-mailnfoads@yahoo.cor& ads@druze.comThe contact persons are Rania Jurdi
and Asmahan

Words of Wisdom

APRAYER BEFORE EATING: True Nourishment isfour kinds:
Nourishing the soul with Religion. Nourishing the heart with
Certitude. Nourishing the body with legitimate sustenance.

And nourisning the eye by observance of The Glorious One.

Glory be to Him who bestowed sustenance and did not exclude
anyone from His Grace.
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