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Welcome to the November Newsletter for Year 2003 

 
Welcome to last Newsletter for the year 2003.   We do hope the year has been filled with good health, 
prosperity and happiness as this is our wish to all. .     
 
The year 2003 has so far been a busy and active as we have come together to meet, socialize and celebrate 
the  various occasions which most of you who attended would have greatly enjoyed. 
 
The most recent: 

- The Annual Winter BBQ on 3/8/03. 
- Senior Day Lunch on 7/9/03. 
- 40th Anniversary of the Druze Hall on 5/10/03. 
- The Family Gathering on every first Friday of each month. 

The family gathering evenings provided to be very popular amongst the young and old when families 
caught up with each other and enjoyed the entertainment. 
 
A special mention of the 40th Anniversary celebration (Huffleh) of the Hall.   This landmark event was a 
very successful and enjoyable evening to remember as expressed by many.   It was an opportunity for us to 
look back and acknowledge all those who tirelessly worked and were in the forefront in building the first 
Druze Hall abroad.   It is an event for future generation to look upon and be proud of this achievement.  
 
We have various functions and events planned for the second half of this year and our main aim is to  
maintain the bond, cohesiveness  and cooperation of our community members towards a better future.     
 
To date we have celebrated: 

1. Bread-making Day on 16/11/02 by the Australian Druze Arabic School. 
2. End-of-year concert on 15/11/02 by the Australian Druze Arabic School.  
3. New Years Eve 31/12/02.   
4. 18th January  2002, The Druze Youth Club Masquerade  
5. Eid-al-Adha on the 14/2/03.  
6. The 8th Annual Graduation Celebration by the YDPSA & ADC on 19/5/03  ( 23  graduates). 
7. The Easter Holiday Picnic on 18/4/03.  

 
We do hope to bring you many more happy and enjoyable events in the near future. 
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Congratulations to all the graduates that received their Honorary Certificate on  the Annual Graduation 
Night” on the 19th May, 2003.    It was indeed heartening to see our community members exceeding and 
achieving.    They are: 
Post Graduates: Rana Ghaou, Minerva Nasredine. 
Tertiary Graduates:  Nasrine Andary, Karim Ghaoui, Majed Jamal, Elada Jamal, Dunya Madi, 
Amanda Raslan, Jihan Tabet. 
High School Graduates:  Jamal Abil-Mouna, Nancy Hamra, Wajdi Jamal, Midyan Jamal, Rami Jurdi, 
Bassem Jurdi, Joanne Mashtoub, Heba Najjar, Laila Raslan, Lina Raslan, Ehab Raslan, Sara Slayman, Hadi 
Zebian, Shadi Zebian.   
 

Upcoming events: 
1. Winter BBQ on Sunday 3/8/03 at 11.00 a.m.  $5 per person, children under 10 

years free.   Ladies please bring a plate of your choice, (preferably sweets). 
2. Seniors Lunch on 7th September, 2003 at 12.00 noon (Our seniors are cordially 

invited to this Annual function).  
3. 40th Anniversary of the Hall on 4th October (more details to come.  

 
Family Evenings at the Hall on: 
1.   Friday 1st August, from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight. 
2.   Friday 5th September,  from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight. 
3.   Friday 3rd October, from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight. 
4.   Friday 7th November, from 8.00 p.m. till 12.00 midnight. 
These Family evenings will enable families to “catch up” with each other and there will be activities to keep 
the children entertained.    Come along and let us keep the traditions of family bonding which is the 
foundation for a strong and united community.  Please bring a plate for supper.  
 
Congratulations on their engagements:  
Amanda Raslan engaged to Omar Raslan on 15/12/02. 
Joanne Mashtoub to Samir Madi on 12/7/03. 
 
Congratulations on their matrimony: 
Ziad Abou-Salman to Amal Hamood. On 22/9/2 in Lebanon. 
Eman Salha to Robyn Safa on 8th March, 2003. 
Fadia Daou to Danny Tabet on 29th June, 2003.  
 
Newborns:   Congratulations to the following families: 
Sami and Suzy Chehayeb – baby boy named Robbie born on 13/2/03.  
Rami and Rima Abu-Assi -  baby boy named Hani born on 16/3/03. 
Ghosn and Sonia Jaber – baby boy named  Anwar born on 3/5/03.  
Nidal and Suzy Najjar - baby girl named Alyssa born on 3/5/03.     
Nabil and Belinda Mayyasi – baby girl named Izabella born on 12/5/03. 
Walleed and Fadia Hassoun (Melbourne) a baby boy named Daniel born 29/5/03.   
 
Visitors to Adelaide: 
We wish all those relatives and family members visiting a happy sojourn and a safe return home.  
 
New Arrivals:  
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We wish all our brethren coming/returning to settle in Adelaide a happy and prosperous future. 
 
Bon Voyage and welcome back   
We wish all those who traveled overseas a bon voyage and those who returned a welcome back. 
Also we extend a warm welcome to those visiting their relatives.   
 
Get Well:  
We wish all those who have not been well a speedy recuperation 
 

Condolences: 
Rafic Jamal passed away in Lebanon on 5th January, 2003. 
Hanwi Salha passed away in Adelaide on 13th January, 2003. 
Izzeddine Sobh’s mother passed away in Lebanon March, 2003.  
Haysam Alameh’s father passed away in Lebanon, May 2003.  
Amin Humzy passed away in Queensland on 2/4/03. 
Houda Rasheed’s brother passed away in Spain in March, 2003. 
Jihad Asrawee passed away  in Adelaide on 1st May, 2003. 
Adel Abou-Saadah passed away in Sydney on 4th June, 2003. 
Samah Hilal’s father passed away in Leanon June, 2003.   
Houda Jarmakani passed away on 10/6/03.  
 
We offer our deepest sympathy to their families.  May their souls rest in peace. 

 
The Arabic SThe Arabic SThe Arabic SThe Arabic School Newschool Newschool Newschool News::::    

 
The School commenced on 8th February, with  125 students enrolling.  
The School is now is now accredited and registered.  We received the Accreditation and Registration 
Certificate at a ceremony held on 27th March, 2003.  We welcome our new teaching  volunteers; Hiam 
Rasheed, Nouha Raslan, Samar Najjar and Ghazwa Zahr.   
 
The following is a letter received from the Ethnic Schools Board acknowledging the Arabic  School for the 
support and cooperation:  
 
“….I am writing to thank you for your support and cooperation in providing us with the delightful item 
entertainment presented by the students of the Australian Druze Arabic School at the Ethnic Schools 
Board Graduation Ceremony on 27th March 2003. 
 
The duet performed by Nidal and Sahar, accompanied by Rabeeh was much appreciated by the audience 
and a number of people commented to me after the ceremony on the quality of  their performance.  Thank 
you also for facilitating the wearing of the attractive national costumes by the students, which added to the 
colour of the item. 
 
My sincere thanks go to all three students for making time in their busy schedules to support our work at 
the Board.   Give that the performer were senior students and had to leave their homework aside to 
support our function, I should like to especially commend them for their commitment to their ethnic 
school. 
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Would you please convey the Board’s congratulations and appreciation to all concerned and distribute the 
certificates enclosed with this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
John A Kiosoglous, MBE, KSA, AE 
Chairman” 
 

� The School celebrated Mother’s Day on Saturday 10th May, when the school children expressed 
their love and appreciation to their parents by performing the various cultural entertainments. 

� We wish to thank the parents representative committee for organizing a wholesome afternoon tea 
for all.   

� The parents representative committee organized a Disco night on 28th June, 2003 when the children 
enjoyed  the evening.  

 
The prayer nights are  now  held every Thursday night from 7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.  
Please come and share your knowledge with your brethren.   
 

General News: 
We wish to make a Special mention about the thoughtful thinking of a young girl named Lara Marwan 
Humzy who emptied her saving box and donated the savings to Ain Wa Zein Hospital upon learning   
about it.  It is very heartening to see a young girl at the age of 10 to make such a gesture. 
A letter received from Ain Wa Zein Hospital is enclosed herewith.  
 
“Thank you” is extended to the following members of our community:   Mhana Abou-Kamil, Marwan 
Humzy, Samir Humzy,  Richard Hamood, Falafel House, Kamil Jarmakani, Hello Dolly, Lebanese Bakery.  
 
Please note any community member who wishes to advertise their business in the next Newsletter (July, 
2002); the cost of a quarter of A4 page is $50.  
 
Intessar Abou-Hamdan offers her free services as Justice of Peace to the community, and  is available at 
the Hall every Saturday afternoon between 2.00 – 4.30 p.m. or you may contact her on 8379 9152.  
 
Congratulations:    
 
Farhan Raslan on his 80th birthday.  Robert and Neil Raslan on their 50th Birthday.  Wishing you 
many more happy years. 
 
Milestone:  Auntie Affifee Basheer – turned 95 on 21/6/03.  We hope you complete the century 
whilst in good health. 
                                                  

Words of Wisdom 
 
Moral Values in our daily life: 
Truthfulness, Fellowship, Purity, Justice, Compassion, Austerity, Fortitude and Dignity. 
 
Definition of “Truthfulness”: 
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Truth is the quality or state of being any one, or a combination of, the following behavioral characteristics: 
true, real, genuine, exact, sincere, honest, trustworthy, and in accordance with experience, facts, or reality.  
Truthfulness of the tongue, mind, and heart is the first and foremost  ethical commandment for the  
Muwahhidun.  Truthfulness in Tawhid is similar to the relationship between the head and the body, the 
head being the most important organ.  
 
Truthfulness and its practical implications: 
Truthfulness of the tongue, mind, and heart is paramount in Tawhid to spiritual refinement.   The 
Muwahhidun are commanded to seek the truth, believe in the truth, profess the truth, and live by the truth.  
Living by the Truth: 
According to Tawhid, knowing the truth is the first important step on the pilgrimage toward union with 
God.   
 
Honesty:  Honesty implies several qualities such as: trustworthiness, uprightness, fairness, and 
straightforwardness.   In its most general meaning, it means freedom from such negative qualities as: lying, 
stealing, and the like.  Its synonyms include honor, integrity, and sincerity.   Its antonym is deceitfulness. 
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��� !)6ب ا��)� *�
��� ، وا��.6D�! 3 ا��)� - *����� ،، ا��.3 !�?�� �(
L! 4* 0��+و5)� وا�+��0 ا�'� ����H6و5)� و�    .   � �)� و7+��> 
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  :د��ء

�� روح رو"� �� ��?(ي �� .  ���ي 
�>��; وا	>�( وا	70� 	;
 ��
�"  . ;	�
�B E; و��E2F ا	
; �*Cا �,D4/�ا C*�8ا  B;، ا�G )H

�4; و"�
( 48�I; وا	���ت 8-3 أ��ك �+� J	�%B �. أن ��) 8-
� "�7; أ��� �) آH L-�، وأ�E ا	+�دل �D�	8-� وا Lآ (� ��E ا	�0
  . ;
�� أ��ر�� ا	�-
�� و
Nر  . ��4� (� ��O/"وا ��Bذ�� ��	 �/Qأ

 1
Fن ر�$
? Lس آSBو (
	�F)	ك .  ا�أ?7 ، ;��<�
 �أ	2
�-FT17 ا" ;

).  و�B	W�)�4 أ"�(ك ، أ�U"�V E ا	+�F-� وا	�G  

  
  . آ�� �+��L��+� L. وا 8-3 ا"(� �O-��ا ا"(ا، و� �+4( -


