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Welcome to the first newsletter of the new YDPSA Executive Committee. 
 
A lot has happened since our last newsletter. At the September AGM, eight new 
committee members were elected for the very first time. They will bring to the 
YDPSA new ideas and a fresh outlook for the New Year.  
 
The new faces are:  Hala Abokamil, Amin Asrawe, Kar im Ghaoui, Rawan 
Jaber , Wajdy Jamal, Lama Slayman, Amana Tabet and Dina Zebian.  
 
They have been joined by the six other current members: Ramy Abokamil, 
Slayman Abou-Hamdan, Rany Alaeddine, Areege Mohtar , Aber  Naj jar  and 
Heba Naj jar . 
 
Areege Mohtar  was elected Secretary, with Heba Naj jar  as Assistant Secretary. 
Ramy Abokamil continues as Treasurer with Kar im Ghaoui as the new 
Assistant Treasurer. Rany Alaeddine has moved to the Public Relations Officer 
position, and Amin Asrawe was elected to the newly created position of 
Membership Officer. 
 
Since the release of our last newsletter, a number of successful events have been 
held. There was yet another fantastic turnout for the now regular “ Friday Night 
Bowling” , and no one left disappointed after our Indoor Rock Climbing event.  
 
Both nights are reviewed in the following pages, as well as a sneak preview on 
two impending events. There is the Summer  Bus Tr ip later this month, and the 
first in a series of all new and improved Faith For ums beginning in February.  
 
We have introduced a Gallery section for those of you who don’ t read Akhbar for 
the articles (shame on you!). And for all the other more intellectual types, we have 
some brain-busting riddles, a mind-twisting mathematical puzzle, and a find-a-
word to tantalise any Arabic music fan.  
 
So sit back on your comfy chair with a nice ‘karat-matti’  and enjoy the first 
YDPSA Newsletter for 2005. 
 

Areege Mohtar 
Ramy Abokamil 
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Come out and enjoy a great day of recreation and 
socialising in fun surroundings. Bring all your family! 
Tell all your friends!  
 
There are plenty of activities at Greenhills to keep the 
young kids busy, and plenty to also occupy the old kids 
as well! Check out the flyer for all the information you 
need to know. If you have any further questions, or would like to book your seats, 
you can SMS the YDPSA Phone (04 105 DRUZE), or call/SMS Areege Mohtar 
(0422 588 647) or Heba Najjar (0422 402 583).  
 
Please book as soon as possible as seats on the coaches are very limited!  

� � 
�� �� � �� � ��
Our religion is a very important part of our lives. It forms a large ingredient of our 
identity – who we are and why we do what we do. We are all proud of our faith 
and heritage, but very few of us know enough about it to comprehend what we 
have to be so proud about. Many of us have had to rely on what our parents or 
grand-parents have taught us, but there always seems to be some burning issue 
that we would like to have further explained or clarified. 

 

If you get a sense that these holes need to be filled then the 
newly formatted Faith Forums are for you. It’ s an 
opportunity for young Druze to come along and spend an 
evening in a friendly and non-intimidating environment, 
where people with the insight can share their understanding 
with the young who are thirsty for knowledge. Specifically, 
the evening will involve a ‘Q & A’  session and opportunities 
for discussion about contemporary issues that affect young 

Druze. 
 
So if you have a question about our faith that needs answering, or if you have 
some wisdom and enthusiasm to contribute on the night, please come and join us 
at 7:00pm on Wednesday 9th Febr uary. 

Ramy Abokamil 
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There was another massive turnout on the 5th of November at Norwood Bowl for 
a regular event on the YDPSA calendar. Congratulations to Chris Basheer, Rami 
Tabet and Bahij Rabah for scoring great games on the night!  

� � � � � �� � � � �! �
� "
� � ��
An enthusiastic and adventurous bunch came out on a hot and humid Saturday 
night the 11th of December for some cool fun indoors.  
 
The task of rock-climbing is a physically challenging yet very safe and fun sport 
that involves a small group of people having to work together by depending on 
each other. It is definitely a team-building activity; it helps you develop some 
trust and confidence in your own ability, as well as trust and confidence in the 
people around you.  
 
You couldn’ t ignore the enormous satisfaction on people’s faces when they 
reached the pinnacle of one of the twelve metre high vertical climbs.  No more so 
than Nisrine Rasheed, who completed a very difficult hanging rock climb with 
great effort and determination. 
 
Rock climbing could be perceived as a male intended sport, but it proved to be a 
massive hit with all ages and both sexes, confirmed by a great turnout of 
enthusiastic girls will ing to have a go. 
 
This night proved to be an occasion where some overcame their fear of heights 
and others fuelled their sense of adventure. We received such positive feedback 
from everyone that attended, that there’s sure to be another climb later in the year! 
 
Over  the page you will find photos from these two previous events. These 
photos and more are available to view and download in full colour  from our  
web site: www.ydp.com/ydpsa 
 

Ramy Abokamil 
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Here are some of the interesting Internet sites that may be useful for us Druze to 
explore. There are many more sites out there and a more comprehensive list can 
be found at our website. 
 

·  www.ydp.com/ydpsa – Young Druze Professionals of South Australia  
 

It’ s more than just a shameless plug, this site has a calendar for upcoming 
events and meetings; plenty of photos from past events; and access to 
previous newsletters. This site is always updated, so keep checking it out!  

 

·  www.druze.org – American Druze Society (Michigan)  
 

This regularly updated site is filled with plenty of pictures of the numerous 
Conventions and parties held in Michigan, USA. The site also gives you the 
opportunity to receive online answers to questions about our faith.  

 

·  www.ydp.com – Young Druze/Tawheed Professionals (YDP of the US)  
 

This site contains a list of articles and prayers on the Druze faith, as well as 
an informative FAQ section. Also, there is a discussion forum and chat 
program for community members all over the world to converse.  

 

·  www.beit-al-yateem.org.lb – The Druze Orphanage and Aref Nakadi  
Vocational School 

 

This is the official website for the Druze orphanage and vocational school. 
It provides some information about its establishment; contains a few 
pictures of the school’s facilities, and provides details for giving donations.  

 

·  www.mmouka.com – Homepage of Sheikh Moustafa Moukarim  
 

Here you will find many articles and prayers written by the well-respected 
Sheikh Moustafa Moukarim, who visited Adelaide for the 2001 Mini-
Convention. He beautifully articulates various topics like reincarnation, Eid 
El-Adha, the Seven Commandments and the Khumsi-Hudud.  

 

·  And finally, to help you keep up to date with recent events overseas, here are 
some links to English language newspapers from the Arab region:  

 

�  The Daily Star (Lebanon): www.dailystar.com.lb 
�  The Gulf News: www.gulfnews.com 
�  Arab News: www.arabnews.com 
�  The Jordan Times: www.thejordantimes.com 

Hala Abokamil 
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1.  A manufacturer makes something and sells it. 

The person that buys it can’ t use it. But 
The person that uses it doesn’ t see it.  
What is it? 

 
2.  A farmer was traveling with a duck, a fox and a bail of hay when he came 

across a river. The only way to cross the river was via a row boat. The boat 
could carry only one of the duck, the fox or the hay at a time with the farmer . 
 
Keep in mind, when left alone, the fox will eat the duck, and the duck will eat 
the hay. In which order does the farmer take the duck, the fox and the hay 
safely across to the other side? 

 
3.  What runs but never walks, has a mouth but never talks, and has a bed but 

never sleeps? 
 

Dina Zebian & Ramy Abokamil 
 

+ � � 
� �%, � � �� �
 

Fill the magic square with the digits 1-9. Each digit must be 
used once and only once.  What’s the trick you ask? Well, 
all sides must add up to 15. That means: 
(a). each of the three columns must tally up to 15; 
(b). each of the three rows must add up to 15; and 
(c). each of the two diagonals across must total 15. 
 
Good luck! 
 

The answers to the r iddles, the puzzle and the find-a-word will be posted on 
the YDPSA website from Monday 17th of January, along with an online copy 
of this newsletter . 

 
Ramy Abokamil 
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P K H U E A M A R A K S E R A F J H 
T Y B K O D K N O M E Z M R O Y I S 
S R E A R R C Q A H I D F A R Y N A 
U O W T Z J I T L N G N M J W B M R 
R F U N H S S A W L C O Z N S D F T 
T K Y D R W L F F Z O Y X W Y N F A 
G L E H A B A S G H W J A M A D H L 
S E B U S L U Y T C J H C J C S L A 
E A M T N G S L W H L T W W R F T D 
T W X K L T A U I S M A D G X A B I 
S I M J A K E M O L K P R A T H M R 
L O A L M A V L E A C L O P J L C A 
W K D U N N N F R F S U U D P V A F 
O J L E F D I A K J F T Z T Y G T K 
H F P G I T M W L D J Q C N A N U L 

 

Use the following clues to guess the Arabic singer, and then search for their 
name in the Find-A-Word above. 
 

1. At 19, this superstar launched her career with songs such as Anna ma-fiyi & is 
still enjoying success with hits such as Rouh Rouhi, Maghrooma and Sahar-nee. 
2. Though this artist’ s surname means ‘deaf’  in English, this Druze musician was 
a gifted Ooud player & was one of the most talented musicians in the Arab world. 
3.With her striking blue eyes, she was launched into superstardom at 21 with hits 
such as Akhasmak Ah, Ah wi Noos, Lawn Aayoonak & Ya Salam.  
4. Launching his career in 1994, this male musician released Ma-waadtik bi-
njoum el layl. In 2004 his most prominent hit was Ya hawa rooh wo illo. 
5. This female vocalist also starred in movies and musicals. Some of her most 
famous hits were Nasem Aalayna el-hawa, & Tick Tick ya-im is-slayman. 
6. In 1999, this artist performed in Adelaide & entertained the audience with 
dabkee tracks such as Fistaan il Binnee & Ba’aoud mindoon shams wo maiy. 
7. Even now in her 90s, this greatly admired blonde singer is still performing. In 
English, her name translates to ‘Morning’ . 
8. Known as the Star of the East (Kowkab el Shar’ak), this Egyptian was renown 
for her long poetic songs such as Amal Hayati, Enta Omri & Alf Leila wa Lelia. 

Heba Najjar 
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Secretary   Mobile: 0422 588 647  
Areege Mohtar    Email: Areege22@hotmail.com 
     
Assistant Secretary   Mobile: 0422 402 583   
Heba Naj jar   Email: Emerald.curlz@gmail.com  
     
Treasurer     Mobile: 0411 159 887   
Ramy Abokamil   Email: msp@chariot.net.au 
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Assistant Treasurer    Mobile: 0413 516 593  
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Public Relations Officer �� Mobile: 0403 581 864   
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Hala Abokamil   0422 918 460 
 
Slayman Abou-Hamdan 0413 606 747 
 
Rawan Jaber    0431 319 568 
 
Wajdy Jamal   0401 580 234 
 
Aber  Naj jar   0421 117 633 
 
Lama Slayman   0419 813 393 
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