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Welcome to first 2005-2006 edition of Akhbar - the YDPSA newsletter.  
 
As always, there is a lot of activity happening in the Young Druze Community - 
here is a brief snapshot: 
 

�  An energetic ���������	
��������  was elected at the recent September 
AGM. New 2005-2006 Committee members are: Celia Tabet; Chris 
Basheer; Nissrine Nassereddine; and Omar Jarmakani. Joining them are 
returning Committee members Ghassan Abimosleh and Jihan Abimosleh. 
The complete list of 2005-2006 YDPSA Executive Committee members and 
position holders is on the last page of this newsletter. 

 
Thank you to all the retired 2004-2005 Exective Members for their hard work 
and contribution over the past 12 months: Areege Mohtar; Amin Asrawe; 
Rawan Jaber; Wajdy Jamal; Lama Slayman; and Dina Zebian.  
 

�  �
�����	 �
�����	 �
������	 In 2005-2006, the YDPSA is focusing on 
providing our members and community with a variety of events to encourage 
social, professional interaction. Our events calendar is ‘chock-a-block’ full 
with exciting new events like ����� ���� 	
���� 
�������  and ������ ������� , as 
well as our hallmark events such as monthly ������� ��
���� , and ‘�����������
�
��������������� . 

 
�  The YDPSA serves the needs of our Druze Community. If you have any 

feedback, ideas or suggestions for the YDPSA to consider, please come to 

one of our ���������	
��������	
������� , which are held in the Druze 
Hall at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday of each month. Community members 
are always welcome to attend these meetings and participate. If you would 
like to provide us with feedback but can not attend a meeting, please contact 
the Secretary, Heba Najjar, prior to the meeting. 

 
This edition of Akhbar has plenty of photographs to entertain, a brain-busting 
puzzle and lots of tantalizing event information.  So sit back on your comfy chair 
with a nice ‘karat-matè’ and enjoy the Akhbar. 
 

Ghassan Abimosleh 



YDPSA Newsletter                                                        Page: 3                
  

�	���
���
�������

��������	�
		�	�
������
Want to have some fun? The YDPSA in association with the Melbourne and 
Sydney Druze communities are having a ‘Big Druze Weekend’ hosted in 
Melbourne on the 27th-29th January 2006. Every Druze person aged 18 and over is 
welcome to attend this major function. It will be a weekend full of fun and 
laughter. There will be many events held including a dinner at a prestigious Druze 
restaurant, faith forum workshops, a BBQ and lets not forget a hafleh.  
 
Tell all your Druze friends to come along and be part of this massive event. I 
promise you will not be disappointed. More details of this event are provided 
on the flyer & itinerary attached to this newsletter.  See you there! �  
 

Nissrine Nassereddine 

�������������
In the past year, the YDPSA has run approximately eight Faith Forums. The 
forums have involved discussing specific issues including: the origin of the Druze 
faith, the meaning of the ‘Khums-Hadud’, the seven commandments, 
reincarnation, the status of women, the relationship between the Druze faith and 
other religions, and historical Druze figures such as ‘Nabi Ayoub’. We have also 
addressed issues about what it is like to be a Druze in Australia and determining 
the religious view of various important social issues. 
 
Certainly, the presence of knowledgeable speakers has allowed for discussions to 
be information-filled but the attendance of general members of the Druze 
community is what has made the evenings most interesting! The Faith Forum is 
conducted in a casual and informal way and all questions and issues are 
considered open for discussion! Upcoming Faith Forums will become even more 
interactive with smaller group discussions and activities for people to do. 
However, we’d like to see more people attend so that this is viable!  
 
So if you haven’t been to a Faith Forum before, you should definitely come and 
get active in discussions about your faith! The next Faith Forum will be held in 
the Druze Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 21 December 2005. See you there! �  
 

Hala AboKamil 
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Who said that Lawn Bowls was only for older people? Join us for a fun 
social night with bowling, BBQ and drinks. 

Date:  Tuesday 13 December 2005 
See Attached Flyer 

 

 
If you enjoy the tasty & relaxing Lebanese tea – Matè – come & join us 

for this fun-filled picnic extravaganza! 
Date:  Early 2006 

Further details to be advised 
 
 

 
 

Celebrate the academic & life achievements of our young Druze in this 
- our most successful & renowned event ever! 

Date:  Monday 10 April 2006 
Further details to be advised 
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There was another massive turnout at Norwood Bowl on Friday 14 October 2005 
for the ten-pin bowling night, which is now a regular event on the YDPSA 
calendar. Congratulations to Rami Tabet for scoring the highest score on the night 
- and check out the cool photos on the next few pages! 
 

Ramy AboKamil 
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One of our up & coming Young Druze Professionals, Karim Ghaoui, shares some 
interesting anecdotes about his life over the past 12 months: 

���������	
��
��������������
�����

I started my year at the same time as everyone else’s summer holidays: My 
engineering industrial work experience had commenced. My summer vacation 
became 12 weeks of pain staking research and simulations in an attempt to 
improve South Australia’s water quality. For that, I have to thank my aunt, Najwa 
Slayman, a scientist at SA Water. My reward at the time was the self-driven, 
motivational thought that I was one of four of a possible 80 penultimate year 
students to have gained a position as a student engineer. 

����
���������

As my 40 hours/week of work experience - in front of a PC at the Australian 
Water Quality Centre - was unpaid, I complemented this with a further 30 
hours/week at BP-Newton as a console operator. There, I could actually see some 
of my friends that regularly visited to buy things, and to see me, or so they say. 

����

�������������������

As a final year student, my time at university is not centered on turning-up to 
lectures. Instead, I spend much of my time in the final year project room, 
discussing the construction of robots, figuring out the roster for my work at BP, as 
well as wondering what’s going on in the real world. 

�������������������	
�� �
I have found that turning up to Karate class 
(with 20 Black Belts) and having my head 
‘kicked-in’ twice a week is quite satisfying in a 
painful sense, and a great form of stress relief. 
Having performed this ritual for the last 6 years, 
meant that I was ready to be graded for my own 
black-belt. With so much pressure upon my 
shoulders, and my tubby figure forever 
expanding, I nervously completed a 3 hour 
karate exam - minus a piece of meat from my 
foot – and received my Black Belt. 
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As I crawl through the tunnel that is life, I can now make out an ever so slight 
beam of light in the near distance. The future looks good. 
 

Karim Ghaoui 

������������

'()*'�)�#*�(�'�

�  During pregnancy, the average woman's uterus expands up to five hundred 
times its normal size. 

�  Every square inch of the human body has an average of 32 million bacteria on 
it. 

�  If the average man never trimmed his beard, it would grow to nearly 9 meters 
long in his lifetime. 

�  On average women say 7,000 words per day. Men manage just over 2000. 

�  Smokers are likely to die on average six and a half years earlier than non-
smokers. 

�  The average elephant produces 22 kilograms of dung each day 

�  The average human body contains enough: 

o iron to make a 3 inch nail,  

o sulfur to kill all fleas on an average dog,  

o carbon to make 900 pencils,  

o potassium to fire a toy cannon, 

o fat to make 7 bars of soap, 

o phosphorous to make 2,200 match heads, and 

o water to fill a ten-gallon tank. 

 
Jihan Abimosleh 
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CODE BREAKER INSTRUCTIONS 
 

The aim of the game is to Crack 
the Numerical Codes given 
below by matching the numbers 
with the corresponding letters on 
the telephone keypad provided.  
A hint will be given with each 
question to help you break the 
code.  
Good Luck & get cracking! 
 
Eg: Name this colour 47336 
Answer: Green 

NAME THIS …. 
 

1. CAPITAL CITY : 72747 
2. TECHNOLOGICAL DECEIVE :  26678837 
3. M USIC BAND: 25225  3933  7327 
4. SPORT: 762237 
5. COUNTRY: 864833  2722  36472837 
6. CURRENCY: 5472 
7. CAR: 3377274 
8. FASHION LABEL : 8377223 
9. RELIGIOUS GROUP: 8648274867 
10.  ANIMAL : 732 46119 

 
 
 
 
 

Heba Najjar 
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www.ydp.com/ydpsa  

 
Executive Committee Member Contact Details 

Aber Najjar  Mobile: 0421 117 633 
Email: aber_najjar@hotmail.com  

Amana Tabet  Mobile: 0401 346 942 
Email: tabay002@hotmail.com  

Celia Tabet  Mobile: 0410 233 082 
Email: celia_aZ1@hotmail.com  

Chris Basheer  Mobile: 0422 115 733 
Email: Chris.Basheer@Tenix.com  

Ghassan Abimosleh Public 
Relations 
Officer 

Mobile: 0416 234 559 
Email: gabimosleh@helpinghand.org.au   

Hala Abokamil  Mobile: 0422 918 460 
Email: ABOHY001@students.unisa.edu.au  

Heba Najjar Secretary Mobile: 0422 402 583 
Email: Emerald.curlz@gmail.com 

Jihan Abimosleh  Mobile: 0413 313 389 
Email: jijitabet@yahoo.com  

Karim Ghaoui Assistant 
Secretary 

Mobile: 0413 516 593 
Email: ghaky002@students.unisa.edu.au 

Nissrine Nassereddine  Mobile: 0421 253 221 
Email: nissnass@hotmail.com  

Omar Jarmakani  Mobile: 0403 437 774 
Email: ojaykani83@hotmail.com  

Ramy Abokamil Treasurer Mobile: 0411 159 887 
Email: msp@chariot.net.au 

Rany Alaeddine Assistant 
Treasurer 

Mobile: 0403 581 864 
Email: twinapple@hotmail.com 

Slayman Abou-Hamdan  Mobile: 0413 606 747 
Email: hamadani@bigpond.net.au  

 
www.ydp.com/ydpsa  


